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Report  of  the  Board  of  Education. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Milford  : 

The  Board  of  Education  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing Report  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Milford,  for  the  year 
ending  March  ist,  1887. 

Our  public  schools  are  conducted  in  accordance  with  the 
theory  that  it  is  their  province  to  furnish  an  opportunity  to  all 
the  children  of  the  town  to  acquire  so  much  knowledge,  and 
so  much  discipline  of  the  faculties,  as  is  necessary  to  prepare 
all  to  enter,  with  a  good  chance  for  success,  upon  any  of  the 
practical  affairs  of  life.  Our  schools  propose  to  give  to  the 
children  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  that  knowledge  and 
that  cultivation  of  mental  power,  which  will,  in  due  time, 
bring  them  to  the  various  occupations  of  life,  ready  to  pur- 
sue them  in  the  most  intelligent  and  most  productive  manner. 

Our  schools  should  aim  to  cultivate  that  general  intelli- 
gence and  reflecting  spirit  which  will  bring  the  young  to 
their  practical  duties  with  strong  minds  and  good  hearts.  In 
doing  this  the  schools  will  produce  an  education  which  will 
prevent  a  man  from  being  lost  in  his  business.  They  will 
furnish  him  with  a  knowledge  of  principles,  and  the  power 
of  self-control.  This  knowledge  and  power  will  prove  the 
source  of  endless  progress,  and  prevent  the  possessor  from 
placing  a  higher  value  on  the  means  of  living  than  on  life 
itself. 

A  liberal  education  has  been  deemed  necessary  for  any- 
one in  the  professions,  but  unnecessary  to  success  in  the 
manual  occupations.  Young  people  frequently  leave  school 
before  their  courses  of  study  are  completed,  believing  that 
the  teachings  of  science  and  the  refinements  of  literature 
have  no  appropriate  place  among  the  acquisitions  of  business 
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men.  The  modern  experiences  of  business  men  are  leading 
them  to  a  change  of  opinion,  and  they  are  now  inclined  to 
choose  the  graduates  of  the  high  schools  and  colleges,  rather 
than  the  uneducated,  for  the  business  capacity  which  a  gen- 
erous culture  is  adapted  to  produce.  Secondary  instruction, 
they  find,  is  as  necessaiy  to  guide  the  hands  to  successful 
physical,  as  it  is  to  guide  the  faculties  to  successful  mental, 
labor.  The  artisan  as  well  as  the  artist,  the  business  man  as 
well  as  the  professional,  the  private  citizen  as  well  as  the 
law-maker,  must  be  lifted  above  the  mechanical  operations 
of  their  work,  by  a  knowledge  of  causes,  and  by  skill  in  the 
application  of  principles. 

If  one  passes  successfully  through  all  the  grades  of  our 
schools,  he  will  be  fitted  to  make,  under  the  guidance  of  his 
own  acquired  knowledge  and  trained  powers,  all  other  acqui- 
sitions necessary  to  enable  him  to  occupy,  with  credit  to 
himself,  his  place  in  life. 

ATTENDANCE. 

During  the  winter  term,  whooping  cough  occasioned  a 
good  deal  of  irregularity  of  attendance,  and  one  school,  the 
North,  had  to  be  closed  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  week. 
Aside  from  absences  caused  by  whooping  cough,  the  attend- 
ance the  past  year  has  somewhat  improved.  In  those  schools 
where  the  attendance  has  not  been  as  regular  as  it  ought  to 
have  been,  the  weight  of  the  bad  record  falls  upon  two  or 
three  pupils. 

Irregular  attendance  brings  with  it  many  evils.  The 
good  progress  of  the  absentee  is  prevented,  bad  habits  will 
be  formed,  and  the  school  of  which  the  irregular  pupil  is  a 
member  will  be  more  or  less  disturbed  in  its  work. 

Intelligent  and  thoughtful  parents  and  guardians  will  not 
require  or  allow  the  children  under  their  control  to  be  absent 
from  their  school  exercises,  unless  it  is  required  by  some 
providential  circumstances  over  which  they  have  no  control. 
A  careful  examination  of  our  school  population,  and  com- 
paring the  same  with  our  school  attendance,  shows  that  the 
people  on  the  whole  are  doing  their  duty  by  the  children  ; 
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but,  unfortunately,  there  are  some  who,  for  want  of  a  thought- 
ful mind,  or  for  simple  convenience,  or  from  ignorance  of 
the  inevitable  results  of  their  acts,  either  allow  or  perhaps 
require  their  children  to  be  frequently  absent  from  school. 
This  is  most  noticeable  in  the  Pine  Valley  district. 

The  work  of  hunting  up  absentees  would  be  greatly 
lessened  if  the  employers  of  children  would  be  more  careful 
in  complying  with  the  law,  that  requires  a  certificate  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools  before  minors  can  be  employed. 

UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 

The  Ungraded  Schools  have  had  a  prosperous  year. 
The  educational  results  obtained  from  the  year's  work,  and 
the  general  condition  of  these  schools,  are  all  that  could  be 
reasonably  expected  of  schools  of  a  mixed  character.  The 
teachers  have  not  been  sparing  in  their  efforts  to  make  their 
schools  the  best  of  their  kind.  In  an  ungraded  school,  how- 
ever small  it  may  be,  the  number  of  necessary  recitations 
each  day  is  greatly  out  of  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  school. 

These  schools,  with  one  exception,  are  very  small.  The 
North,  Federal  Hill  and  Shedd  do  not  average  over  ten 
scholars  per  term.  The  Howard  and  Osgood  average  about 
eighteen  per  term.  The  Pine  Valley  has  from  forty  to  fifty 
each  term,  as  many,  if  not  more,  than  is  desirable  for  one 
teacher  to  manage,  especially  if  the  multiplicity  of  classes 
and  the  general  character  of  the  school  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration. In  connection  with  this  school  it  is  fitting  that 
due  credit  be  given  the  teacher  who,  for  three  years,  has  had 
control  of  it;  and  who,  by  her  indefatigable  labor,  has 
brought  it  under  excellent  discipline  and  given  it  a  standing 
above  the  average  of  schools  of  a  similar  character. 

The  Abbott  School  was  closed  after  the  spring  term, 
because  it  was  so  small  and  the  scholars,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  could  be  just  as  well  accommodated  in  the  vil- 
lage ;  and  the  funds  required  to  carry  on  that  school  were 
needed  for  a  new  primary  school.  It  would  be  desirable  to 
deal  in  like  manner  with  the  North  School,. but  the  pupils  of 
that  school  are  too  young  to  be  required  to  travel  the  extra 
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distance  to  the  Graded  Schools.  Some  arrangement  should 
be  made  next  year  to  reduce  the  expense  of  the  Federal 
Hill  School. 

GRADED  SCHOOLS. 

Unquestionably  the  crying  evil  in  our  Graded  Schools  is 
their  crowded  condition.  The  number  should  not  exceed 
forty  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  best  results.  In  no  case 
should  the  number  in  charge  of  a  single  teacher  exceed 
forty-five. 

With  a  number  greater  than  forty  it  is  impossible  for  a 
teacher  to  give  such  attention  to  each  scholar  as  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  scholar's  proper  advancement.  Some  of 
the  disadvantages  arising  from  too  large  schools  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Hearing  of  the  recitations  occupies  all  of  the  school 
time  ;  there  is  no  opportunity  for  proper  explanation  of  the 
lesson  for  the  succeeding  day ;  no  opportunity  for  finding  out 
how  much  the  scholars  understand  of  what  they  have  glibly 
recited  ;  no  time  for  oral  instruction  on  matter  connected  with 
the  lesson  but  outside  the  book,  matter  which  can  always  be 
introduced  by  a  live  teacher  to  interest  and  instruct  the  pupils. 

In  the  spring  term  the  East  Primary  had  seventy-five 
pupils,  and  a  seating  capacity  for  forty-eight.  Here  was  a 
double  calamity  —  at  least  thirty  more  scholars  than  one 
teacher  should  have,  and  twenty-seven  more  pupils  than 
seats 

As  the  fall  term  would  commence  with  a  probable  in- 
crease of  scholars,  it  was  imperative  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  to  relieve  this  school.  As  all  the  other 
schools  were  filled  to  their  utmost  capacity,  a  new  school  had 
to  be  formed,  and  for  this  purpose  Burns'  Hall  was  fitted  up 
for  a  primary  school,  with  accommodations  for  thirty  scholars. 
This  new  school,  called  the  First  Primary,  can  accommodate 
forty  pupils  if  occasion  requires. 

The  other  schools  of  the  village  are  full.  The  West 
Primary  has  fifty-eight  scholars,  the  Intermediate  has  sixty- 
eight,  the  Grammar  has  fifty-eight,  and  the  High  has  sixt-y 
six.    There  are  but  a  few  vacant  seats  in  any  of  these  last 
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named  schools.  Another  school  ought  to  be  formed  from  the 
grammar  and  intermediate  grades. 

In  order  to  better  show  the  capacity  and  fulness  of  the 
schools  a  special  table  has  been  prepared,  which  can  be 
fonnd  on  page  12. 

The  Primary  Schools  have  all  done  excellent  work  the 
past  year.  They  are  in  good  condition,  and  although  the 
attendance  was  somewhat  irregular  the  last  term,  because  of 
whooping  cough,  they  closed  with  satisfactory  results  of  the 
year's  labor.  The  West  Primary  shows  marked  improve- 
ment in  mental  training. 

The  Intermediate  School  has  more  than  held  its  own. 
The  intellectual  training  and  general  discipline  of  the  school  is 
very  satisfactory,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  competent 
teacher  who  has  had  charge  of  this  school  the  past  year. 
For  the  last  two  terms  the  third  class  of  the  Grammar  School 
has  been  located  in  this  room,  and  has  had  the  instruction  of 
the  grammar  grade. 

From  the  Grammar  School,  in  June,  wJs  graduated  the 
best  equipped  class  that  has  gone  out  for  many  years.  A 
rigid  examination  of  this  class  for  admission  to  the  High 
School,  gave  an  average  per  cent,  of  ninety-three  —  the  best 
average  we  have  on  record.  During  the  fall  term  and  the 
first  five  weeks  of  the  winter  term  the  school  failed  to  main- 
tain its  excellence,  and  fell  short  of  the  desired  standard; 
but  it  quickly  recovered  itself  in  the  sixth  week  and  has  done 
most  excellent  work  for  the  last  half  of  the  term.  Consider- 
ing the  size  of  the  school,  the  ages  of  the  pupils  and  the 
amount  of  work  required,  it  is  very  questionable  if  the  school 
can  be  brought  to,  and  maintained  at,  a  high  standard  in 
discipline  and  mental  training  unless  a  high  priced  teacher 
can  be  employed. 

Our  High  School,  which  is  most  efficiently  conducted 
by  an  able  corps  of  teachers,  presents,  like  many  others,  a 
peculiar  appearance  —  there  being  about  twice  as  many  girls 
as  boys.  There  should  be  a  more  equal  proportion.  Every 
scholar  ought  to  have  the  culture  this  school  furnishes,  and 
admission  to  it  should  be  the  ambition  of  every  boy  and  girl. 
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The  studies  of  the  High  School,  as  now  arranged,  are 
ample,  but  the  course  is  not  overcrowded.  The  broad  attain- 
ments of  the  teachers,  and  their  unusual  disciplinary  powers, 
give  our  citizens  the  best  assurance  that  the  time  and  money 
devoted  to  high  school  instruction  is  well  employed.  No 
member  of  this  school  can  now  lay  upon  another's  shoulders 
the  responsibility  of  wasted  hours.  The  class  that  is  fitting 
for  college  is  receiving  a  good  preparation,  and  will  be  thor- 
oughly fitted  when  the  course  is  completed. 

The  school  is  still  greatly  in  want  of  philosophical  appa- 
ratus, and  two  hundred  dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated  at 
once  for  the  purchase  of  such  as  is  necessary. 

A  class  of  eleven  entered  in  September,  coming  from 
the  following  schools  :  Abbott,  two  ;  Osgood,  one  ;  Howard, 
one ;  Grammar,  7. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  the  class  of  1886  of  the 
High  School  were  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  June  25th,  1886. 
All  the  graduates  took  part  in  the  following  programme  : 

Class  Motto,  "  Tu  ne  cede  Malts." 
Music. 
Invocation. 
Music. 

Essay,         .        .        .        .        .       .         Home  Culture. 

M.  GRACE  BLANCHARD. 

Oration,     ......    Labor  vs.  Capital. 

FRED  AUSTIN. 

Music. 

Essay,         ....     The  Poetry  of  Pilgrim  Life. 

ESTELLA  F.  ABBOTT. 

Class  History. 

M.  GRACE  BLANCHARD. 

Valedictory,      .  .        Origin  and  Influence  of  Mythology. 

H.  JOSEPHINE  CENTER. 

Presenting  Diplomas. 
Music. 
Reception. 
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REPAIRS. 

All  the  repairs  have  been  made  that  were  necessary  to 
keep  the  buildings  in  good  condition,  and  the  Grammar 
School  has  been  painted.  A  well  has  been  dug  in  the  school- 
yard in  the  Osgood  district,  which  furnishes  good  water. 

The  largest  bill  of  expense,  under  this  head,  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  furnishing  of  a  new  school  room,  viz.  :  the 
First  Primary,  in  Burns'  Hall.  Seats,  desks,  blackboards, 
and  other  indispensable  articles,  had  to  be  put  in.  Charts 
and  maps  are  still  greatly  needed  for  this  school.  As  the 
town  does  not  own  sufficient  accommodations  for  all  the 
scholars,  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  school  in  Burns' 
Hall,  unless  a  more  suitable  place  can  be  found. 

During  the  summer  vacation  the  Grammar  School  child- 
ren raised  sufficient  funds,  by  subscription,  to  buy  a  small 
piano,  and  it  has  been  placed  in  the  Grammar  School  for  the 
permanent  use  of  the  school. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES. 

Class  of  186S. — Abbie  J.  Comstock,  Jennie  E.  Fifielcl,  *Marion  S.  Stickney. 
Class  of  i86g. — Charles  F.  Ober. 
Class  of  1870. — J.  Oden  Tilton. 

Class  of  1871. — Charles  A.  Hatch,  Herbert  S.  Hutchinson,  Emily  F.  Bruce, 
*Emma  F.  Comstock,  Fannie  C.  Guild,  Alice  C.  Gray,  Adna  E.  Fretts,  Cora  J. 
Parker,  Florence  M.  Lane. 

Class  of  1872. — W.  Francis  French,  Mary  A.  Hartshorn,  Ellen  L.  Tuck. 

Class  of  1873. — -*Charles  G.  Hutchinson,  Fred  W.  Farnsworth,  Margaret  B. 
Cragin,  Carrie  J.  Howison,  Arthur  F.  Towne,  Albert  W.  Smith,  Fannie  L.  Boyn- 
ton,  *Jennie  M.  Clark,  Ermina  E.  Holt,  Josie  M.  Stevens,  Emma  F.  Wallingford. 

Class  of  1874. — *Henry  C.  Hoyt,  *James  Hanrahan,  George  W.  Hatch,  Willie 
E.  Pierce,  William  K.  Wallace,  Anna  L.  Colburn,  Carra  A.  Crosby,  Susie  A. 
Dodge,  May  L.  Dutton. 

Class  of  1873. — Ira  W.  Holt,  Edward  M.  Stanyan,  A.  Isabelle  Batchelder, 
Sadie  F.  Burnham,  Mary  E.  Coburn,  Florence  S.  Coburn,  Alice  M.  Farnsworth, 
Alice  D.  Hutchinson,  Mary  L.  Kimball,  Marcella  Smith,  Clara  J.  Towne,  Helen  P. 
Wadleigh. 

Class  of  1876. — Lizzie  R.  Anderson,  Clara  L.  Bennett,  Abbie  J.  Davis,  William 
E.  Rideout,  Fred  S.  Hatch, 
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Class  of  i8yy. — Ida  L.  King,  Annie  S.  Lewis,  Lilla  J.  Peabody,  George  A. 
Abbott,  Edward  H.  Brown,  Harry  L.  Emerson,  John  C.  Hutchinson,  Fred  W. 
Lovejoy,  George  E.  Lovejoy. 

Class  of  1878—  Kate  C.  Darling,  Bertha  C.  Sawyer,  H.  Nellie  Wallace,  Belle 
M.  Knowlton,  Isabelle  B.  Hutchinson,  George  P.  Holt,  Jennie  M.  Burtt,  Maggie 
A.  Quinlan,  Bertha  L.  Emerson,  Nellie  C.  Fitch,  Kate  A.  Green,  Jennie  C.  Kimball, 
Eva  J.  Hutchinson,  Dixie  L.  Crosby. 

Class  of  i8yg. —  Frank  H.  Stanyan,  Abbie  E.  Lovejoy,  Hattie  E.  Merrill, 
*Lizzie  J.  Jordan,  A.  Isabelle  Kimball,  Ellen  J.  Holland,  William  A.  Guild,  George 
A.  Mclntire,  Fred  W.  Sawyer,  Charles  H.  Bartlett,  Fred  E.  Holmes,  Fred  B. 
Wilkins,  Frank  B.  Wilkins,  Walter  M.  Mills,  James  P.  Melzer. 

Class  of  1880. — William  H.  Quinlan,  Fred  M.  Wetherbee,  Minnie  L.Converse, 
Fannie  H.  Spalding,  Chauncey  A.  Stimson,  Alvie  F.  Bennett,  Effie  C.  Marvell, 
Albert  E.  Hadlock,  H.  Arthur  Wallingford,  Myra  E.  Burnham,  Grace  P.  Coburn, 
George  C.  Towne,  Edward  B.  Hall. 

Class  of  /^/.—Julian  Tarbell,  Frank  H.  Stone,  Edwin  M.  Parker,  Eva  L. 
Twiss,  Ralph  C.  Bartlett,  Walter  Bales,  Helen  M.  Emerson,  M.  Belle  Hutchinson, 
Alice  Holt,  Arthur  W.  Howison,  Charles  J.  Hamblett,  James  A.  Brayhany,  Bertha 
Blood,  Fred  C.  Darling,  Susie  Kimball,  Belle  Harrison,  John  Connell. 

Class  of  1882.— Hattie  F.  Burnham,  Helen  M.  Fuller,  Belle  C.  Hamblett, 
Grace  D.  Hutchinson,  Ella  M.  Powers,  George  L.  Billings,  Frank  S.  Guild,  Georgie 
E.  Batchelder,  Marie  L.  Cragin,  Abbie  M.  French,  Hattie  L.  Putnam,  James  Con- 
nell, William  H.  Gilson,  Arthur  C.  Hatch,  Edward  S.  Heald,  Newton  F.  Holcomb, 
John  Mills,  Jr.,  Fred  A.  Stickney. 

Class  of  1883. —  Harriet  F.  Crosby,  Carrie  E.  Wilson,  Thomas  H.  O'Connor, 
Harry  J.  Hall,  *Willis  M.  Mason,  Maurice  Mather,  Joseph  P.  Shaunessy,  Joseph 
Herlihy,  Edwin  H.  Hinds. 

Class  of  1884. —  *Elinor  Butler,  M.  Gertrude  Burdick,  Josephine  S.  Fiske, 
Hattie  C.  Towne,  M.  Grace  Hemenway,  Eva  D.  Hutchinson,  A.  Meretta  Rideout, 
Chester  V.  Carlton,  Frank  H.  Heald,  Edward  J.  Butler,  Winfield  H.  Ames. 

Class  of  1885.— Mamie  E.  Gray,  L.  Maud  George,  Effie  A.  Holt,  Minnie  E. 
Quinlan,  Ada  L.  Fretts,  Grace  A.  Smiley,  Minnie  L.  Lovejoy,  Hattie  V.  Chase, 
Cora  B.  Peabody,  Arthur  W.  French. 

Class  of  1886. —  M.  Grace  Blanchard,  Fred  Austin,  Estella  F.  Abbott,  H. 
Josephine  Center. 
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ROLL  OF  HIGHEST  HONOR. 
Names  of  pupils  not  absent  or  tardy  during  the  year. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

*Bertha  L.  Wilson,  Alice  G.  Crosby,  Maude  A.  Steele, 
Lizzie  M.  Proctor,  Nellie  A.  Herlihy,  H.  Eva  Brown, 
Maud  C.  Emerson,  George  C.  Langdell. 

GRAMMAR. 

Alice  Geaney,  Lillie  Geaney. 

INTERMEDIATE. 

Myrtie  J.  Pope,  Flora  L.  Hutchinson,  George  M.  Smith, 
Henry  A.  Sargent,  Leon  L.  Cochran, 
Willie  C.  French. 

WEST  PRIMARY. 

Lena  M.  Sargent,  Minnie  Pinkham. 

EAST  PRIMARY. 

Winfred  B.  Mansfield. 

OSGOOD. 

Mary  Melendy,  Harry  Gutterson,  Eddie  Herlihy. 


*Bertha  L.  Wilson  has  been  on  the  Roll  of  Highest  Honor  for  ten  consecutive  years. 
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The  following  Tables  show  the  relative  number  of  pupils, 
and  the  seating  capacity  of  each  school : 


Schools. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

No.  OF 
Seats. 

1st  Class. 

2nd  Class. 

Pine  Valley   

23 

21 

44 

48 

Howard  

lS 

6 

21 

1 1 

15 

26 

29 

8 

8 

16 

35 

Federal  Hill  

9 

5 

14 

24 

9 

4 

l3 

34 

First  Primary  .... 

14 

24 

38 

30 

15 

23 

East       "  .... 

23 

14 

37 

48 

19 

18 

West      "  .... 

32 

26 

58 

53 

25 

33 

Intermediate  

40 

28 

68 

72 

39 

29 

Grammar  

26 

32 

58 

64 

24 

24 

High  School. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

No.  OF 
Seats. 

Classical. 

English. 

First  Class   

1 

10 

II 

4 

7 

Second  "   

1 

1 1 

12 

3 

9 

Third  "   

12 

8 

20 

9 

1 1 

Fourth  "   

3 

10 

*3 

8 

IO 

2 

83 

High  School  Total   .  . 

25 

4i 

66 

72 

■  18 

48 

LIST   OF  TEACHERS. 


Schools. 

Teachers. 

Terms. 

High  

L.  H.  Owen,  A.  M.,  Principal, 

Year. 

Laura  B.  Whjften,  Assistant, 

Year. 

Grammar  

Gertrude  E.  Stone, 

Spring. 

Frances  M.  Taylor, 

Fall. 

Anna  L.  Haynes, 

Winter  (5  weeks). 

Julia  A.  Hill, 
Addie  E.  Gould, 

7  " 

Intermediate    .    .  . 

Year. 

West  Primary  .    .  . 

Alice  A.  Gould, 

Year. 

East      "  ... 

Alice  C.  Gray, 

Year. 

First     "  ... 

Helen  M.  Emerson, 

Fall  and  Winter. 

Abbott   

Mary  E.  Gray, 

Spring. 

Federal  Hill    .    .  . 

Josephine  S.  Fisk, 

Spring  and  Fall. 

Estella  F.  Abbott, 

Winter. 

Howard  

Carrie  E.  Wilson, 

Year. 

North  

Helen  M.  Emerson, 

Spring. 

M.  Grace  Blanchard, 

Fall  and  Winter. 

Osgood   

Mabel  A.  Buttrick, 

Year. 

Pine  Valley  .... 

Fannie  J.  A.  Bullard, 

Year. 

Shedd   

Grace  A.  Smiley, 

Year. 
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Financial  Account. 


PAID  FOR  INSTRUCTION. 

Paid  Prof.  L.  H.  Owen   $1,000  00 

Miss  L.  B.  Whitten   500  00 

"    A.  E.  Gould   300  00 

«    A.  C.  Gray   270  00 

«    G.  E.  Stone  •   166  67 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Taylor   133  33 

Miss  A.  L.  Haynes   55  55 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Hill   97  23 

Miss  A.  A.  Gould   320  00 

"    H.  M.  Emerson   205  00 

"    M.  E.  Gray   65  00 

«    J.  S.  Fiske   115  00 

"    E.  F.  Abbott   50  00 

"    M.  A.  Buttrick   195  00 

"    G.  Smiley   195  00 

"    F.J.  A.  Bullard..   240  00 

"    C.  E-.  Wilson   195  00 

"    G.  M.  Blanchard   95  50 

"    A.  S.  TajDley   16  00 


•  $4,214  28 


FUEL  AND  PREPARING  SAME. 

Paid  M.  U.  Gutterson,  for  wood   $9  00 

N.Hardy,  for  wood   45  00 

W.  E.  Pierce  &  Co,  for  wood  ■   11  63 

Buttrick  &  Crosby,  for  wood   9  19 

C.  Morrill,  for  coal  and  wood   157  57 

H.  N.  Hutchinson,  for  wood   11  00 

E.  P.  Crosby,  for  work  on  wood   2  46 

H.  Abbott,  for  work  on  wood   3  75 

G.  E.  Clarke,  for  work  on  wood   2  25 

H.  J.  Flint,  for  work  on  wood     3  25 

Leon  Watkins,  for  work  on  wood   2  00 

H.  J.  Wilson,  for  work  on  wood   7  25 

W.  P.  Easton,  for  work  on  wood   2  00 

W.  P.  Easton,  for  kindlings  and  water   4  25 


$270  60 
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PRINTING. 


Paid  W.  W.  Hemenway   $58  60 

E.F.Abbott   10  00 


$68  60 


SERVICES  OF  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Paid  A.W.Smith   $100  00 

M.  A.  Lull   75  00 

D.  Heald   75  00 


$250  00 


CARE  OF  HOUSES. 

Paid  W.  H.  W.  Hinds,  Jr.,  No.  1   $  4  25 

G.  W.  Crosby,  No.  1   43  39 

W.  E.  Murphy,  No.  1   15  28 

Leon  Watkins,  No.  9   5  00 

J.  C.  Hadlock,  No.  9   5  00 

Chas.  Wilson,  Abbott   3  00 

H.  J.  Flint,  D.  Hill   3  00 

J.  S.  Fiske,  D.  Hill   3  00 

G.  A.  Smiley,  Shedd   6  00 

H.  M.  Searles,  Howard   3  00 

F.  E.  Green,  Howard   3  00 

John  Shea,  Howard  '. . .  4  00 

H.  S.  Gutterson,  Osgood   10  00 

M.  R.  Easton,  North   6  00 

F.  J.  A.  Ballard,  P.  Valley    13  00 

Mrs.  S.  C.  Cummings,  for  cleaning   4  00 

"    I.  L.  Worcester,  for  cleaning   2  00 

"    F.  E.  Pond,  for  cleaning   19  50 

"    N.  M.  Green,  for  cleaning   2  00 

"    J.  Holohan,  for  cleaning   4  00 

G.  M.  Center   4  50 

John  Epps,  No.  9   6  00 


$168  92 


SUPPLIES  AND  REPAIRS. 

Paid  J.  A.  Mixer,  for  repairs   $67  90 

M.  Orel  way,  for  repairs   3  96 

W.  H.  Wilson,  for  driving  well,  etc   63  00 

W.  L.  Winslow,  for  repairs   15  50 

G.  S.  Perry,  for  repairs   26  04 


Amount  carried  forward   $176  40 
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Amount  carried  forward   $176  40 

Charles  Williams,  for  repairs   10  20 

J.  C.  Hadlock   47 

G.  A.  Avery  &  Co.,  for  supplies  and  repairs   26  45 

D.  A.  Burnham,  for  repairing  piano   5  00 

Emerson  &  Son,  for  supplies   17  91 

M.  A.  Lull,  for  supplies   2  75 

A.  W.  Smith,  for  supplies   2  97 

G.  F.  King  &  Merrill,  for  supplies   8  80 

L.  H.  Owen,  for  supplies   1  30 

J.  W.  Crosby,  for  supplies   6  00 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  for  supplies   71  00 

For  freight  ,   1  22 

J.  B.  Sanborn,  for  supplies   2  50 

W.  C.  Hill,  for  tuning  piano   2  00 

F.  M.  Philbrick,  trimming  trees   3  50 

Wm.  Brown,  for  removing  trees   20  00 

G.  M.  Center     9  64 

G.  A.  Worcester,  for  repairs   2  43 

D.  S.  Burnham,  for  supplies   14  72 

J.  A.  Wheeler   17  65 

F.  J.  A.  Bullard   50 

Boston  School  Supply  Co   16  20 

I.  J.  Burns,  for  rent  of  hall   37  50 

J.  F.  Grafton,  for  concreting   16  20 

L.  M.  Jewett  \   10  00 

D.  Heald  &  Son   60  13 


$544  44 


SUMMARY. 

Cash  received  from  Town  Treasurer   $5,000  00 

received  from  literary  fund   325  12 

received  from  dog  tax    131  00 

received  from  tuitions   65  00 


$5,521  12 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  instruction   $4,214  28 

fuel  and  preparing  same   270  60 

printing   68  60 

care  of  houses   168  92 

supplies  and  repairs   544  44 

 _  $5,266  84 


17 


  $5,266  84 

$100  00 

75  00 

75  00 

  $250  00 

  4  28 


$5,521  12 


Milford,  N.  H.,  February  19,  1887. 
We  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts  and  find  them  correctly- 
cast  and  properly  vouched. 

J.  E.  BRUCE, 
F.  W.  SAWYER, 

Auditors. 


ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  1887-8. 


For  Instruction   $4,600  00 

Fuel   300  00 

Care  of  houses   175  00 

Supplies   250  00 

Repairs   450  00 

Printing   50  00 


$5,825  00 

Services  of  Board  of  Education   250  00 


$6,075  00 


RESOURCES. 

Literary  fund   $300  00 

Dog  tax   130  00 

Tuitions   50  00 


$480  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  SMITH, 
M.  A.  LULL, 
D.  HEALD, 

Board  of  Education. 


Amount  brought  forward. . . 
Services  of  Board  of  Education  : 

A.  W.  Smith  

M.  A.  Lull  

D.Heald  

Balance  on  hand  , 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

OF  THE 

MILFORD  FREE  LIBRARY 

For  the  Year  1886-87. 


ORGANIZATION. 


CLINTON  S.  AVERILL  President. 

DEXTER  S.  BURNHAM  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


Trustees. 


ROBT.  M.  WALLACE,  y  Term  expires  in  1887 

GEO.  E.  FOSTER,  ) 


C.  S.  AYERILL,  ) 

ANDREW  J.  HUTCHINSON,  [■  .Term  expires  in  1888. 

D.  M.  HEALD,  ) 


JOHN  McLANE,  ) 
F.  W.  RICHARDSON,  V 
W.  F.  FRENCH,  ) 


Term  expires  in  1889. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Trustees  of  Milford  Free  Library. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Milford  : 

In  accordance  with  established  custom,  the  Trustees 
present  their  nineteenth  annual  report  of  the  condition  of 
the  Free  Library  for  the  year  1886-7. 

The  board  organized  by  choosing  Clinton  S.  Averill, 
President,  and  Dexter  S.  Burnham,  Secretary,  and  Treas- 
urer. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  in  March,  the  Town  appro- 
priated the  usual  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  for  the 
support  of  the  Library.  The  amount  received  from  fines 
has  been  $18.34; — from  sale  of  Catalogues,  $5.67; — from 
miscellaneous  sources,  $1.25  ; — balance  in  hands  of  Treas- 
urer from  old  account,  $1.31,  making  a  total  of  $326.57. 

There  has  been  paid  for  current  expenses  of  the 
Library,  $174.77  ; — for  purchase  of  new  books,  $118.15  5 — 
for  periodicals,  $29.00; — leaving  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  $4.65. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  Library  twelve  volumes 
of  periodicals  bound,  or  to  be  bound  for  permanent  use  ; — 
one  hundred  and  eleven  volumes  by  purchase; — eighteen 
bound  and  seventeen  phamplet  volumes  by  donation. 

The  number  of  persons  taking  out  books  in  January 
1887,  was  1175. 

The  books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January  31, 
1887,  was  equal  to  one  volume  10,288  times.  Eighty-one 
cards  were  surrendered  during  the  year. 
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LIBRARIAN    AND    LIBRARY  HOURS. 

Mrs.  Nellie  Cochran  has  held  the  office  of  Librarian 
for  the  year,  and  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office 
faithfully  and  acceptably. 

The  hours  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of  books  have 
been  unchanged,  and  are  from  two  to  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoons  of  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays ;  and 
from  seven  to  nine  o'clock  Saturday  evenings. 


STATISTICS. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  3,512. 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase,  (including  periodicals  to  be 
bound,  123. 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  donation,  18. 

Number  of  pamphlets  added  by  donation,  17. 

Whole  number  of  bound  volumes  at  the  present  time,  3,653. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1870,  equal  to  one 
volume  3,638  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1871,  equal  to  one 
volume,  7,124  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1872,  equal  to  one 
volume,  11,144  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1873,  equal  to  one 
volume,  9,207  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1874,  equal  to  one 
volume,  9,807  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1875,  equal  to  one 
volume,  13,518  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1876,  equal  to  one 
volume,  14,517  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1877,  equal  to  one 
volume,  10,837  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1878,  equal  to  one 
volume,  11,812  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1879,  equal  to  one 
volume,  11,766  times. 
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Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1880,  equal  to  one 
volume,  9,996  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  fractional  part  of  a  year  ending  July,  1880, 
equal  to  one  volume,  3,503  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1882,  equal  to  one 
volume,  9,484  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1883,  equal  to  one 
volume,  8,143  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1884,  equal  to  one 
valume,  8,979  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1885,  equal  to  one 
volume,  10,133  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1886,  equal  to  one 
volume,  11,259  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1887,  equal  to  one 
volume,  10,288  times. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1871,  492. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1872,  700. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1873,  750. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1874,  806. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1875,  945. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1876,  956. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1877,  903. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1878,  975. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1879,  1,005. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1880,  968. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  July,  1880,  950. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1882,  1,175. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1883,  1,136. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1884,  1,108. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1885,  1,092. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1886,  1,077. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1887,  1,175. 


DONATIONS. 

From  the  United  States  Patent  Office :  Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S. 
Patent  Office;  vol.  33,  Oct.  6,  to  Dec.  29,  1885,  inclusive;  vol. 
34,  Nos.  1  to  13,  inclusive;  vol.  35,  Nos.  1  to  13,  inclusive;  vol. 
36,  Nos  1  to  13,  inclusive  ;  vol.  37,  Nos.  1  to  13,  inclusive;  vol. 
38,  Nos.  1  to  7,  inclusive.    Five  pamphlet  volumes. 
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Alphabetical  Lists  of  Patents  and  Inventions,  for  the  quarter  ending 
March  31,  1886;  Alphabetical  Lists  of  Patents  and  Inventions 
for  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1885 ;  Alphabetical  Lists  of 
Patents  and  Inventions  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1886; 
Alphabetical  Lists  of  Patents  and  inventions  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing September  30,  1886.    Four  pamphlet  volumes. 

From  the  Bureau  of  education,  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation, 1883-4.    One  bound  volume. 

From  the  War  Department:  Report  of  the  chief  Signal  Officer. 
One  bound  volume. 

War  of  the  Rebellion  :  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies,  series  1,  vol.  xv;  part  one,  series  1,  vol.  xvi ;  part  two, 
series  1,  vol.  xvi ;  part  one,  series  1,  vol.  xvn ;  part  two,  series 
1,  vol.  xvn.    Five  bound  volumes. 

From  the  Providence  Public  Library :  Eighth  Annual  report  of  the 
Librarian  of  the  Providence  Public  Library.  One  pamphlet 
volume. 

From  the  Hon.  J.  F.  Briggs:  Tenth  Census  of  the  Mining  Laws,  1880. 
One  bound  volume.  Tenth  Census  of  the  U.  S.,  1880.  Vol. 
xvi.    One  bound  volume. 

From  Shelden  Jackson,  Esq. :  Report  of  Education  in  Alaska.  One 
pamphlet  volume. 

From  Ludlow  Patton,  Esq. :  Annual  Report  of  Consolidated  Stock 
and  Petroleum  Exchange  of  New  York.    One  pamphlet  volume. 

United  States  Annual  Mining  Review  and  Stock  Ledger  for  1879. 
One  pamphlet  volume. 

First  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor. 
One  pamphlet  volume. 

Tenth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1880.  Vol.  xx.  One  bound 
volume. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion.   One  pamphlet  volume. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  for  1885.  One  pam- 
phlet volume. 

Report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  1886.  One  bound 
volume. 

Circulars  of  information  of  the  Bureau  of  Education,  No.  5,  1885. 
One  pamphlet  volume. 

Special  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Education.    One  pamphlet  volume. 

Manual  for  the  General  Court,  1886. 

Massachusetts  Drainage  Commission,  1886. 

Railroad  Commissioners'  Report,  1886. 
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Agriculture  of  Massachusetts,  1885. 
Report  of  the  Statistics  of  Labor,  1886. 

Thirty-First  Report  of  Massachusetts  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance, 
1886. 

Thirty-First  Report  of  Massachusetts  Life  Insurance. 
Seven  bound  volumes. 

Statistics  of  the  United  States  of  America,  1884-5.    One  pamphlet 
volume. 


CONCLUSION. 

A  supplemental  catalogue  of  the  new  books  purchased 
will  be  prepared,  and  as  soon  as  ready  for  use,  the  new  vol- 
umes will  be  put  upon  the  shelves. 

It  will  be  observed  by  a  reference  to  the  statistics,  that 
the  number  of  persons  taking  out  books  has  been  increased 
by  nearly  one  hundred,  during  the  year. 

The  Trustees  have  endeavored,  as  far  as  their  means 
would  allow,  in  the  purchase  of  new  books  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  patrons  of  the  Library.  A  book  is  kept  on  the 
Library  table  in  which  to  record  such  books  as  may  be  called 
for  or  suggested  for  purchase.  It  is  not  always  possible  to 
purchase  all  that  are  suggested,  but  a  large  number  are 
taken  from  this  list.  As  this  list  is  an  indication  of  what  the 
readers  want,  it  is  hoped  that  all  who  have  books  to  suggest 
as  desirable  to  be  placed  on  the  shelves  of  the  Library,  will 
ask  the  Librarian  to  make  a  record  of  them. 

With  continued  use,  books  wear  out,  however  care- 
fully handled,  and  have  to  be  rebound,  and  ultimately 
replaced  by  the  purchase  of  new  ones.  The  expense  of 
rebinding  has  increased  considerably  the  past  year,  and 
a  number  of  duplicates  have  had  to  be  purchased  to  take 
the  place  of  those  no  longer  fit  for  use.  In  consequence  the 
number  of  new  books  added  during  the  year  has  not  been  as 
large  as  it  was  last  year. 

It  is  nineteen  years  since  the  library  was  organized,  and 
it  has  steadily  grown  in  public  favor.    From  year  to  year  the 
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number  of  books  has  been  increased  until  it  now  numbers 
thirty-six  hundred  and  more  volumes,  furnishing  a  large 
variety  of  reading  suited  to  every  taste,  and  used  and  im- 
proved by  nearly  one-half  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  It 
is  one  of  our  most  important  institutions,  and  deserves  and 
should  be  fostered  with  constantly  increasing  care  and  at- 
tention. Of  its  value  as  a  public  educator  there  can  be  no 
question. 

"  Libraries  are  as  the  shrines  where  all  the  relics  of  the 
ancient  saints,  full  of  true  virtue,  and  that  without  delusion 
or  imposture,  are  preserved  and  reposed." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  S.  AVERILL,  for  the  Trustees. 
Milford,  March  8,  1887. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Milford 
Free  Library. 

The  following  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  Treasurer  of  said  board,  for  the  year,  1886—7,  is  here- 
by respectfully  submitted. 

Treasurer  of  Free  Library. 


Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  from  last  year.   $   1  31 

"    received  from  fines   18  34 

"        "         "    sale  of  catalogues   5  67 

"    use  of  Library   1  25 

"     Town  Treasurer   300  00 

$326  57 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Librarian   $100  00 

"      "    for  new  books   118  15 

"      "   Magazines   29  00 

"      "      "  printing  catalogues,  etc   11  40 

"   binding   45  35 

"      "      "   paper  for  covering  books,  etc   12  47 

"      "      "   repairing  clock   1  00 

"      "      "   express,  postage,  etc   4  55 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer   4  65 


■  $326  57 

D.  S.  BURNHAM,  Treasurer. 
Milford,  N.  H.,  February  28,  1887. 


I  have  examined  the  items  of  the  above  account  and 
find  the  same  correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

W.  FRANCIS  FRENCH,  Auditor. 

Milford,  February  28,  1887. 


I 


